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them wept with joy at the sight of Englishwomen,
and one soldier, in remarking that it was won-
derful for women to come to " nurse the likes of
us/* expressed a sentiment that was in many
breasts. The men who fought England's battles
had been so often treated with contempt that they
could hardly believe that England had sent
nurses to succour the soldiers.
The rush of patients after Balaclava was fol-
lowed by an even greater flow of wounded from
the Crimea. On the day after the nurses reached
Scutari, the battle of Inkerman was fought. The
Russians had thrown themselves against the allies
under the cover of a thick mist, and the British
had suffered terribly in what is described as the
fiercest battle of the war. In a week, the wounded
from Inkerman were being carried ashore at
Scutari for treatment la the General and Barrack
hospitals.
Everywhere that Florence turned she found
difficulties. Some of the nurses complained of
their accommodation and food - four returned
home in dudgeon, one had to be sent back to
England as unsuitable ; and Florence was con-
standly fighting battles with the military authori-
ties on behalf of her charges. While her coolness
and knowledge had impressed a number of the
doctor*, others m^nt^in^ a bitter opposition to
the introduction of women into military hos-
pitals, and delighted in putting obstacles in
Florence's way. They hoped that she would
some mistatf* which could be reported as